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DOCTORAL RESEARCH 

 
 

- 2006-2010/11 PhD entitled 'A Legal Narrative for English and Belgian Public-Private Partnerships'  
 

• Under the supervision of Prof John Bell, University of Cambridge  

• Successful oral examination in August 2010, with Prof David Feldman as internal examiner and 
Dr Anne Davies (University of Oxford) as external examiner 

• No correction required  

• Formal degree awarded in March 2011 
 
 

STUDIES  

 

 
- 2011- Postgraduate Certificate in Higher Education Practice (PG CHEP) Module I, University of Essex, 

on-going 
- 2002-2004 Licenciaat in het notariaat (master level), Vrije Universiteit Brussel (VUB), cum laude 

- 1996-1999  Licence en droit (public law), Université Libre de Bruxelles (ULB), magna cum laude each year  

- 1994-1996   Candidature en droit, bilingual French-Dutch, Facultés Universitaires Saint-Louis 
(Brussels)/Katholieke Universiteit Brussel, magna cum laude each year  

 
 

SCHOLARSHIPS 

 
 
- 2010  Daad (German Academic Exchange Service) 

Research Grants for PhD Students & Junior Scholars (Germany, University of Jena)  

- 2007-2009  Fondation Fernand Lazard (United Kingdom, University of Cambridge) 

- 2006-2007  Fondation Wiener Anspach (United Kingdom, University of Cambridge) 

- 1999 Fondation Wiener Anspach – 'Summer School in English Legal Methods' (United Kingdom, 
University of Cambridge)  

- 1998-1999 European Union – Socrates Project (The Netherlands, Rotterdam Erasmus University, one 
term) 

 
 
RESEARCH INTERESTS       

 
 

- Comparative law 

- Privatisation and regulation 

- Public and administrative law 

- Contract law and contract theories 

- EU influences on domestic structures 

- Intersections between public and private law 
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PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

 

 
Research 

 
 

- 2010- lecturer at the University of Essex (United Kingdom) 
 

- 2010 research stay at the University of Jena (Germany), at Prof M Ruffert’s Chair 
 
Research on Comparative Administrative Law (June-August) 

 

- 2009 research contract at the Centre de Droit Public de la Faculté de Droit de l’Université libre de 

Bruxelles (Belgium) 
 
Contract with the Confédération de la Construction to draft suggestions about developing public-private 
partnerships in Belgium (part-time, six months) 

• Fully in charge of negotiating the contract, management, reporting, follow-up presentation (in 
Dutch) 

• Cooperation with a Ernst & Young accountant for the interdisciplinary part of the research (Mr 
Ghysels, Centre de recherche de Comptabilité et Contrôle de Gestion, ULB)  

• Involved a comparison with French, English and Dutch systems  

• Close interactions with the practitioners in the field, i.a. through two panel sessions and an oral 
presentation of the project in draft form (May 2009, in Dutch) 

• Impact of the research: The Confédération de la Construction circulated the report to 
construction industry members and experts for comments. On the basis of the research report, 
it issued two documents: an action plan and a policy orientation. In late 2010, the 
Confédération de la Construction reached the final phase of the project. The final document 
refers explicitly to the research (p.3). 

 

- 1999-2006        researcher at the Faculté de Droit de l’Université libre de Bruxelles (Belgium) 
 

• Autonomous research in public and administrative law, especially regulation and economic 
public law; involved in collective research projects (Centre de droit public, part-time)  

• Research contract with Ethias banque (a financial institution) to report on subventions in favour 
of local bodies, funding sources to public interest services and on specific legal regimes open to 
non-profit organisations (Centre de droit public, 2003-2006, part-time)  

• Research contract with the French Community to coordinate legal rules related to higher 
education (Centre de droit public, 2001-2003, part-time)  

• Contract with the Walloon Region to adapt the state aid regime in the Walloon Region to 
European requirements (Institut d'Etudes européennes, 2000-2001, part-time)  

 
 

Teaching  

 
 

- 2011-2012 visiting lectureship at the Université libre de Bruxelles (Belgium) 
 
4 hours as part of a research project (ARC) on the role of the judge, teaching to a Belgian audience of Third 
Year Students on French public law and its comparison with Belgium (delivered in French, forhtcoming) 

 

- 2011 visiting lectureship at the University of Bangor (United Kingdom) 
 
5 hours teaching French constitutional law in English to a mixed audience of undergraduates students 
(delivered in English) 

 

- 2010- lecturer for French Law at the University of Essex (United Kingdom) 
 
LLB French and English Laws: Toulouse/Essex, Lyon/Essex and Paris X (Nanterre)/Essex 
Teaching and supervising constitutional and administrative law for 70 First and Second year students 
(French and study abroad students) (delivered in French) 

 
lecture for Comparative Law at the University of Essex (United Kingdom) 

 
One seminar dedicated to Comparing Administrative Laws, an optional module for Second Year Students 
(delivered in English) 
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- 2010 teaching 'Droit administratif comparé', University of Jena (Germany) 
 
Developing my own course for the programme Droit et Langue (10 hours), ten German-speaking students 
(delivered in French) 

 

- 2007-2009 supervision for 'French Law', coordinated by Prof J Bell and Dr S Turenne, University of 

Cambridge (United Kingdom) 
 
Double Maîtrise Cambridge/Paris II 
Teaching to 2/3 groups of 3/4 First Years students (both French and English)  
Delivered in French 
 

- 2001-2006 supervision for Prof V Simonart, 'Introduction au droit privé' (Introduction to civil and 
commercial law) (Université libre de Bruxelles - Belgium)  

 
Teaching 30/45 hours depending on the academic year, groups of 10 /12 Second Year students 
 

- 2000-2006 supervision for Prof M Grégoire, 'Privilèges et hypothèques' (Land law) (Université libre de 

Bruxelles - Belgium)  

 
Teaching 30/45 hours depending on the academic year, groups of 10/12 Last Year students 

 
 
Commercial environment 

 
 

- 2005-2006 compliance officer at Ethias banque, Brussels (part-time)   
 

• Drafting and implementing a compliance policy, involving the identification and management 
techniques of reputation risks in the organisation (money laundering, privacy, non-
discrimination, consumer rights and consumer credit) 

• Creation of an electronic database of legal texts and literature relevant to the abovementioned 
topics 

  

- 2001-2005    lawyer at a notary office (M
e
 G Indekeu), Brussels (part-time)  

 
Managing complex cases related to compulsory sales of assets (due to personal and commercial 
bankruptcy) and to property issues  

 
 
 

 PUBLICATIONS AND RELATED ACADEMIC ACTIVITIES 

 
 
Publication - Sole Author 

 
 

- 'Les contrats publics anglais et français entre technique et loyauté' in Wilsautonomie, contractvrijheid en 

ondernemingscontracten – Welke toekomst beschoren?, Business & Contracts, Vrije Universiteit Brussel (Intersentia, 
2011, forthcoming) 
 

- 'An English legal perspective on public-private partnerships' in F Lichère (general reporter), National reports for the 

2010 Washington Conference of the Academy of Comparative Law - Public Private Partnerships (Brussels: Larcier, 2011) 
95-165 

 

- 'Les conflits d’intérêt au travers du critère technique 'Value for Money': un exemple britannique de régulation éthique' 
(2009) Pyramides 119-157  

 

- 'D’une possible dynamique de collaboration entre les secteurs public et privé dans l’aménagement du territoire de 
Bruxelles, capitale de l’Europe', in Actes du colloque interuniversitaire et international sur Bruxelles et l’Europe organisé 

par le BRIO, les 18 et 19 décembre 2006 (Brussels: Academic and Scientific Publishers, 2008) 531-561  
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- 'The Rule-Making Powers of Independent Administrative Agencies (‘QUANGOs’)' in K Boele Woelki and S Van Erp (eds), 
General Reports of the XVII

th
 Congress of the International Academy of Comparative Law – Rapports généraux du XVII

e
 

Congrès de l’Académie Internationale de Droit Comparé (Brussels/Utrecht: Bruylant/Eleven publishing, 2007) 589-
636 and in (2007) (11/3) Electronic Journal of Comparative Law (http://www.ejcl.org/113/article113-30.pdf) 

 

- 'Au croisement des droits de l’environnement et des sûretés, à la recherche de lignes directrices' (2006) Aménagement 

45-60  
 

- 'Les créances impliquant les pouvoirs publics, entre droit civil et droit administratif', in Hypothèques d’un point de vue 

administratif – partie II, Privilèges et Hypothèques (Waterloo: Kluwer, 2005) 
 

- 'Aspects de droit public en rapport avec la publicité foncière', in Hypothèques d’un point de vue administratif – partie I, 
Privilèges et Hypothèques (Waterloo: Kluwer, 2005) (translated into Dutch for Voorrechten en Hypotheken)  

 

- 'Les codes du logement, rencontre des absolus civiliste et administratif?' (2003) Revue de droit de l’ULB 81-129  
 

- 'Les provinces: de l’autonomie à l’instrumentalisation?' (2002) Administration Publique Trimestrielle, special issue on 
the 2001 Belgian state reform 180-187  

 

- 'À la recherche de l’autonomie régionale dans la politique agricole', in Actes du Colloque organisé le 22 février 2002 par 

le Centre de Droit Public, relatif aux accords du Lombard et du Lambermont (Brussels: Bruylant, 2003) 459-518 
 

- 'Le contentieux en amont des élections ', in Actes du Colloque des 22 et 23 septembre 2000 'Les élections dans tous 

leurs états', organisé par le Centre de Droit Public de l’ULB (Brussels: Bruylant, 2001) 495-535  
 
 
Publication in collaboration 

 
 

- with J Pieret (coord), 'Avant-propos – les 25 ans du centre de droit public: une histoire de paradoxes…' Le droit public 

survivra-t-il à sa contractualisation? (2006) (1) Revue de droit de l’ULB 7-11  
 

- with J Pieret (coord), 'Conclusion' Le droit public survivra-t-il à sa contractualisation? (2006) (1) Revue de droit de l’ULB 
345-362  
 

- with P Vandernoot, 'Le personnel communal et la législation linguistique à Bruxelles', in A Mares and Prof Dr E Witte 
(eds), Colloque interuniversitaire 'les dix-neuf communes bruxelloises et le modèle bruxellois' tenu les 16 et 17 

décembre 2002, organisé par le réseau de recherche scientifique du Fonds voor Wetenschappelijk Onderzoek – 

Vlaanderen (Brussels: Larcier, 2003) 369-423  
 

- with AE Bourgaux, D Delvax, F Gosselin, J Sohier and N Van Laer, 'Chronique de jurisprudence: Les élections 
communales du 8 octobre 2000' (2001) Administration Publique Trimestrielle 257-280  

 

- with C Larssen, 'Transport et bruit: procéduralisation du déplacement ou déplacement des procédures?' (2001) special 
issue Aménagement 9-30  

 

- with C Larssen, 'Evolution de la fonction présidentielle en Finlande: de la Forme de Gouvernement (1919) à la 
Constitution coordonnée (2000)' (2001) Revue du droit public et de la science politique en France et à l'étranger 1381-
1414  

 
 
Reports 

 
 

- 'Written submission to the Treasury Select Committee - Inquiry on Private Finance Initiatives', in Treasury Committee, 
Private Finance Initiative, Written Evidence, May 2011, 129-136   

 

- 'Le développement harmonieux des partenariats public-privé en Belgique - Partie juridique' in Rapport de recherche 
Centre de Droit Public - Centre de Recherche de Comptabilité et Contrôle de Gestion Université Libre de Bruxelles, 
commissioned by the Belgian Construction Industry Association (unpublished, 2009, 128 p.) 
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Paper presentations and conferences 

 
 

- 'Comparing English and Belgian Complex Construction Projects', Abstract accepted to COBRA Conference 12
th

 and 13
th

 
September 2011, RICS (Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors), Legal Research Symposium (related to public and 
private infrastructure projects and public procurement) - Submission date: June 2011 
 

- 'Local government and public-private cooperation - Politics of French and English reforms compared', SLS Conference 
2011, University of Cambridge, Comparative Law Section, 5

th
-8

th
 September 2011  

 

- 'L'autonomie de la volonté et les contrats avec l'autorité publique', Wilsautonomie, contractvrijheid en 

ondernemingscontracten – Welke toekomst beschoren?, at the invitation of 'Business & Contracts', Vrije Universiteit 
Brussel, 18

th
 February 2011  

 

- 'A Place for Trust in PPPs?: A Legal Narrative', Business and Society Research Group, CRASSH, University of Cambridge, 
3

rd
 March 2010 

 

- 'Suggestions pour le développement harmonieux des PPPs en Belgique', Confédération de la Construction, Brussels, 
14

th
 September 2009 (delivered in Dutch) 

 

- 'Public-Private Partnerships: From Structuring Discretion to Trusting Humans?', Comparative Law Group, University of 
Cambridge, 12

th
 June 2009 

 

- 'Les PPPs, une structure de coopération', Institut des Juristes d’Entreprise, Brussels, 3
rd

 March 2009  
 

- 'Les PPPs en Angleterre: quel partenariat entre les secteurs public et privé?', Centre de Droit Public, Université Libre de 
Bruxelles, 3

rd
 July 2008  

 

- 'Thinking about Challenges – What Could Be Learned from English PPPs Experiments', Interdisciplinary Graduate 
Conference 2008: Challenges of the 21

st
 Century, University of Cambridge, Wolfson College, 6

th
 June 2008    

 

- 'Negotiating Tensions in PPPs: Solution or Dissolution?', workshop Business and Society, University of Cambridge, 4
th

 
March 2008  

 

- 'Social Changes and the Changes of Social Paradigms – Some Questions from the Public-Private Partnerships', 
workshop Business and Society, University of Cambridge, 6

th
 November 2007   

 

- 'Public-Private Partnerships: (how) is the Collaborative Dynamic between the Private and the Public Sectors Reflected 
on the Legal Treatment of the Individuals, as Social Actors?', workshop on the Social Self, University of Cambridge, 
Peterhouse College, 21

st
 September 2007  

 

- 'D’une possible dynamique de collaboration entre les secteurs public et privé dans l’aménagement du territoire de 
Bruxelles, capitale de l’Europe', Interuniversitary and international conference 'Brussels and Europe ' organised by 
BRIO (Brussels Informatie-, Documentatie- en Onderzoekscentrum), 18

th
 and 19

th
 December 2006  

 

- 'The Rule-Making Powers of Independent Administrative Agencies (‘QUANGOs’)', XVII
th

 Congress of the International 
Academy of Comparative Law, Utrecht, July 2006  

 

- 'À la recherche de l’autonomie régionale dans la politique agricole', Conference on 'accords du Lombard et du 
Lambermont' organised by the Centre de Droit Public de l’ULB, 22

nd
 February 2002  

 

- 'Le contentieux en amont des élections', Conference 'Les élections dans tous leurs états' organised by the Centre de 
Droit Public de l’ULB, 22

nd
 and 23

rd
 September 2000  

 
 
Book reviews 

 
 

- 'Anne DAVIES, The Public Law of Government Contracts, (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2008)' [2009] Public Law 

629-632  
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- 'Le droit sans la loi – Les cahiers du droit, décembre 2006, pp. 616-754', at 
http://dev.ulb.ac.be/droitpublic/index.php?id=1, October 2007  

 

- 'Peter VINCENT-JONES, The New Public Contracting – Regulation, Responsiveness, Relationality (Oxford: Oxford 
University Press, 2006)', at http://dev.ulb.ac.be/droitpublic/index.php?id=1, May 2007  

 

- 'Les droits de la défense devant les Parlements exerçant des prérogatives juridictionnelles' (2001) Annales de droit de 

Louvain 390-392  
 

- 'Les autorisations administratives relatives à l’exercice de certaines professions' (2001) Annales de droit de Louvain 
397-398  

 
 
Teamwork and organisation 

 
 

- Co-organisation of a comparative law discussion group at the Law Faculty (University of Cambridge), with Dr M Dyson 
and F Galli  
 

- Co-organisation with a PhD colleague, J Karton, of a afternoon session on PhD research for Law PhD students, 
University of Cambridge, 28

th
 January 2009  

 
o Aimed at discussing research methods and needs within for PhD students at the Law Faculty 
o Aimed at gathering Second, Third and Forth Year PhD students to share their research experience    
o Supported financially by the Roberts Fund 

 

- Treasurer of the Business and Society Research Group 
 

o A two year (2008-2010) research group funded by CRASSH (Centre for Research in the Arts, Social Sciences and Humanities 
at the University of Cambridge), ca. £3000 

o Organisation of talks and workshops on a regular basis to discuss in an interdisciplinary framework business morality in 
society  (e.g. corporate social responsibility, labelling) 

 

- General Reporter on the theme of 'The Rule-Making Powers of Independent Administrative Agencies' (QUANGOs), 
XVII

th
 Congress of the International Academy of Comparative Law, Utrecht, the Netherlands (2006) 

 
o Suggestion of the main research theme, drafting of the questionnaire 
o Co-ordination of 14 national reports 
o Writing the general report suggesting an analytical framework and drawing on the factual information provided by the 

national reports 
 

- Committee member organising a cycle of conferences held by the Centre de Droit Public de l’ULB on contractualisation 
in public law (2004 and 2005)  
 
 

Administration 

 
 

- 2010-2011 Interviews for admitting students in the LL.B  
Member of a PhD Progress board 
Administration linked to the Double Degree LL.B in English and French Laws with Maîtrise 
(interviews for admission in Paris; periodic review; pastoral support; information sessions) 

 
 
Membership 

 
 

- 2011- Member of the Essex Centre for Comparative and European Law (EXCCEL) 
 

- 2010- Member of the advisory board of a Chair in Public-private partnerships at the Vrije 
Universiteit Brussel (Belgium), supported by Deloitte, Grontmij and Laga 
 

- 2009- 'collaborateur scientifique' attached to the Centre de droit public de la Faculté de Droit de 

l'Université libre de Bruxelles (Belgium) 
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LEISURE 

 
 
Swimming  
Passionate reader  
Personal development programmes (Springboard, Springforward, GRADschool) 


